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A ſecond Sheet for the Mtx1s ray: Juſtifying 
our Calling againſt Quakers, Seekers and Papiſts, 
and all that deny us to be the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


IS 
.. 


dA He corruption of the Romiſh Church being moſt in the 
errors and yices of the Prieſts, which —_ men abhor 

SY the offering bf the Lord ( 1 Sam.2.17. ) the Reproach 
FS which they brought upon rhemſelves, did much pres 
25 pare men to hear ha to the Reformers : The obſerving 
d of this, and of the neceſſaty dependance of the people on 

| | their Paſtors, hath cauſcd the Papiſts ro bend rhceir force 
againſt the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches, and to uſe all their wit 


* xo defame their perſons, and callings, and-make them ſeem ignorant, un- f 


worthy, or no Miniſters to the people. On this errand they ſend abroad 
che'r agents; This is the ſaving Goſpel thar the Seckers, Quakers,and their 
brethren preach ; thar the Scripture is not the Goſpel or word of God,and 
that we are no true Migiſters, Whatever DoQrine we are preaching , the 
Oppoſers-work is, to call us deceivers , and ask, How we prove our ſelves 
true Miniſters > My work therefore at this time, for rhe ſake of the igno- 
rant in our Aſſemblies, ſhall be, to achuaint them with our anſwer wo this 
demand. And I ſhall give it you in oxder,in certain Propoſitions. | 

Prop. 1. Both t4 the Oid and New Teſtament! there is mention of two diſtinft 
ſort of Miniſters, of Gods appeintment. Firſt, ſitch as received ſome new Re- 
vention ; ( either a Law, or a particular Meſſage ) immediately from God ; 
ſo that the people could hot be fure'thar their ine was true, till they 
were ſure that the men were ſent of God. Theſe were called Prophets, in 
the Old Teſtament, and Apoſtles, Prophets,&c. in the New. So Moſes recci- 
ved the Law from God : and the following Prophets their particular Meſ- 
ſages. So the Apoſtles received the Goſpel from Chriſt ; and ſo did the ſc- 
venty} and other Diſciples thut converſed with him ; and dther Prophets 
and Evangeliſts had it by immediate"inſpiration. / All theſe were. Necefla- 
rily by Miracles, or ſome infallible Evidence roprove'their own call, be- 
ſore the hearers could receive their Dorine : + for this wastheir Meſſage 
[The Lord hath commanded ine to ſay this or thus to you] or [ The word which 
the.Lord ſpake to me is thus or thus ] This fort of Miniſters the Papiſts and 
Seekers do confeſs. : _ 

Bur beſidcs theſe, there is a ſecond ſort of true Miniſters, whoſe Office 
15 Not to receive from God any new DoRrine, Law, or Meſſage; but'to 
proclaim the Laws already delivered, and teach men the doftrine already reveals 
ed, and to Oucyſee an! govern the Churches of Chriſt according ro his Laws, 


th 


and to go before the people in the worſhip of God 3 The Prophets and A- 


nd 


 poſtles did both theſe; both Reveal the doftrine which they received from 
Chriſt, and teach and guide the Church by it when they had done : byr the, 
Jatter ſort of Miniſters do bur. the later fort of the work. The Papiſts and 
Seekers cheat men by _g all rogether, as if -there were no Miniſters 
of Gods appointment bur choſe of the former ſotr ; and therefore they call 
for miracles ro prove our Miniſtry, Here therefore I ſhall firſt prove, - thar 
the ſecond ſort of Miniſters are of Gods inſtitution : 2, Thar ſuch need 
. not prove their calling by miracles; though yet God may work Miracles 
F by them if he pleaſe. 3. That we are true Miaiſters of Cbi:ſt, of this ſort... 
1. Chriſt found ſuch Miniſters under the Law, that were to teach and 
Rule by the Law before received , and not to receive new Laws or Mcfla- 
the Y ges: I mean the ordinary Prieſts and Lexites,as diſtinguiſhed from Prophets. 
hor | Theſe Priefts were to keep the Law,and teach ir the people, and the people 
ach | were to ſeck it at their mouth, and by ic they were to judge mens cauſes ; 
pre» | and al{othey were to ſtand berween the people and God in publique wor- 
ung |} ſhip, as is expreſt, Bewt.31.26. Jojh.23.6, Neb-8.1,2,3,8,18. & 9.3. Levit. 
MM 1.& 2. & 4. & 5.8 7.8& 13. & 14throughout,Num 5.& 6.Deut.17.12. Mal. 
2.7.1ex-13-13. The Propher had viſtons : bur the Pricſt had the Law, Ezet. 


Ice 
= 7.26. 1ſa.$.16,20.Hag.2.1 070 waged = 1 Chron. 9.26. & 16.4. 2 Chron. 


9.11.8 20-19-8& 30-17,22. He'was called 4 Teaching Prieſt, 2 Chron.xg.3; 
Lrv.1o 1011. Deut.24-8. 24 Chron.17+7.9. Exch.44:23»2 Chron.z5.z. And 
cir | Chriſt himſelf ſends the cleanſed ro the Prieft , and comma them to 
nd | hrar the Phariſcs that ſat in Moles Chair, theugh they were no Prophets : ſa 
the | that beſides the Prophers that had their meſſage inamediarely from God, 
ves | there were Prieſts that were called the Miniſters of the Lord, Joel 1.9.2-19. 
10- | and Levites that were not to bring new Revelations,but to Terch, and Rule, 
tis | and werſbip carrot, og old. For Moſes of old time bath in every City * 
them that preach bim, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath day, As 15; 
A | 21. The a9 re Chriſt becauſe they new him not, nor the voyce of 
e- | the Prophets which are read every Sabbath day,Aﬀts 13.27. And even un'o this 
(; day, Moſes is read the Val is on their heart, 2 Cor.3.15. And they thar 
y | would not belicve Moſes and the Prophets ( thus read and preached ) xeither 
in | will they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead, Luke 16.2943 1. | 
i- 2. And as Prieſts and Levites were diſtjn& from Prophets before Chriſt, 
{. | fo Chriſt appointed beſides rhe Apoſtles and Prophertical revea'ers of his 
- | Goſpel, a ſtanding ſort of Miniſters, to 1. Teach, 2, Rule, 3. And worſhip 
's | according to the Goſpel which the former had Revealed, "and arreſted, and 
- proved to the world. Theſe were called Overſeers , or Biſhops » Poesbyters, 
- or Elders, Paſtors and Tyachers ; and alſo the Deacons were joyned to affiſt 
; them, Atts 14.2.3-. They ordained them Elders (not Prophets or Apoſtles) in 
hy every Church, Tit.1.5. Titzs was to ordain Elders in every City. Timothy hath 
[ full dire&ion for the Ordaining of Biſhops ar Elders and Deacons, 1 Tim-3. 
That their work was not to bying nzw Dottrine, butt to Teach,Rule, and 
worſhip according to that Received, I now prove , 2 Tir:2.2. The things 
that thou haſt heard of mr anong many witneſſes, the ſame commu thotl th fatth- 
ſul men, who ſhall bs able to teach others alſo ] Mark, that its the ſrhe,antl 


not a new Dorine : and thar as beard from Paul among muy witneſſes, and 
A 1 nor 


; \Not as received immediately from God : and others were thus to receive it 
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down from Timothy. And v.15. Study ta ſhew thy ſ+lf approved unto God, 
workman that needeth not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, } le 
is not to bring new Truths, bur rightly to divide the old. 2 T1113, 
Hold faſt the ſom of words which thou baſt heard of me(not which thou 
immediately from God) i Faith and Love which ts in Chriſt Jeſus; that Geed 
thing which was committed unto thee, beep, by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in Yr; 
#s. The Holy Ghoſt is to help us in keeping that which is commirred to us, Þ.,, 
and not to reveal more, 2 Tim.6.13314+ [ 1 give thee charge inthe fight of 
God — that thou keep th:s cms without fot , unrebuhable, tall the 
appeaitng of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. There was a ſorm of Dottrine delivered to | 
the Church of ome, Rom. 6. 17. And x Tim 5.17. The Elders that Rule well {., 
are worthy of double honour, eſpecially rhey that labour in the word” and D&- |,, 
#trine. You ſee their work was to Rule and labour in the word and De [;, 
Qrine, 1 Tim.4.13,14,15,16. THI come, give attendance ts Keading, to Ex- ng 
horta1:03, to” Dottrine ; meditate upon theſs things : give thy ſelf wholly ts 
them, that thy profi.ing may appear to all : Take beed unto thy ſelf, and wnto 
thy Dottrine : con:inut inthem ©: for in doing this, thou ſhalt both” ſave thy ſelf 
and them that bear thec.] x Tim.4.6. [ If thou put the brethren in remembrance 
of theſe things, thou ſhalt be a good Minsſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in the 
words of fauth and of good dottrine whereunto thou baſt attgined:JMark here the 
deſcription of a good Miniſter of Chriſt ; One thats nouriſhcd up in-the 
words of faith and good doctrine, (which is the uſe of Schools and Univer- 
fities) and having attained it, makes it his'work to teach it, and pur others $» 
in remembrance of it, Tit.1.7,9,10,11- For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs , as 
the ſteward of God — holding faſt the faxthſul word as be bath been taught |, 
* {mark that) that he: may be able by ſound dattrine, both to exhort and convince |<. 
the gainſayers. For there are many unity and vain talkers and deceivers, |r 
whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole houſcs, teaching things which 
they ought not,&c, ] So 1 Tim.3.195. The office of a Biſhop is to Kule andy]. 
rake care of the Church of God:] To take heed to themſelves,and to all the flock, {- 
ad ferd the Church of God : and to watch hereunto , according to the word ; 
' of Go1s grace, which is fully and wholly delivered by his Apoſtles, and is 
able to build us up, and v1 ve us an inheritance among the ſanttified : as Aft.,20. 
2832042735532 1 Theſſ.c.12413. 7e beſeech you brethren to bnow them which 
labour among you, and .ire over you in the Lord,and admoniſh you (this is their 
Office) and to eſteem them very highly in love for their works ſahe ( and not 
revile them as the ſervants of Satan do) and be at peace among your ſelves, 
Heb.13-7,17 2.4. Remember them which have the Rigfe over you, which have 
ſooken to you the word of God : Obey them that have the Rule over you » and 
ſubmit your ſelves : for they watch ſor your ſouls, as they that muſt give ac- 
count, that they may do it with Joy, and aot with grief : for that is unprofitable . 
for you. Salute all them that have the Rue awer you : The Elders of the Church 
are to pray with, and for the fich, Jam.q.14. They muſt feed the flock of 
on amone we taking the overſight of it, 1 Pet.5.1,2. Thus you ſce. their 
0 ce WOT K. 


2. And that they were nor to Bring any new Doflrine further appears As 
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"it Bihar they have a charge to Preach io atber dottrine, 1 Tim.1.3. Nor 10.be 
» © Biſſed as child;en with every —_— doftrin:,Eph.q4.14. Nor cairi4d about 
&- uh divers and ſtrange doGrines,Heb.1 7 9. | 


3. Yea, if any man bing not the duftrine of Chriſt, we muſt not receive bim 
to 047 bouſer, 07 bid him God ſpeed, left we be partabers of his evil deeds, for | 
pe that abzdeth aot in this doctrine bath not God, 2 John 9.10411. Gal.1.8,9- 
[Though we or an Angtl from heaven, preach any othcr Goſpel to yougthen that ' 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. As we (a1 beſore, [6 
9 1 now again : If any man preach any other Goſpel to_ you then that ye have 
rerrved, let bim be accurſed.) And Rom.16.17418.Now I brſcech you Brethrens 
þ them which cauſe diviſions and offences, cont;ary.to the Dottrin? which ye | 
b:8 leayned,ond avoid them.] 1 Tim.6.3.1f any man teach otherwiſe,and con- + 
ent not to wholſome words, the words of Lord Feſus Ch;ift, and tothe Lo- 
1182 avs, is according to Godlineſs, be is proud, knowing nothing, bud doa!- | 
Ng. — | 


0 |} ,. Andifall Miniſters muſt be receivers of new Dodrines, the Church | 
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Pal 


Ms Brould never know when it hath all,but would be till obcying an imperfe&t - | 
[elf Þ.. 5. And it would be an oppreſſion to the Church inſtead of a Dire- ' 
nee ion, to be ſo overwhelmed with new DoRtrines and Precepts. +6. And it * | 
the Frould accuſc Chriſt the Lawgiver of ſuc'\ mutabiliry, as wiſe Princes are 
= x guilry of ; to be ſtil changing or adding to his Laws. 7. There was 


preat occaſion for the New Teſtament or Goſpel , upon the great work of 
fN- Hur Redemption : but there is no ſuch cauſe for alterations ſince. $. The | 
MS Prieſts before Chriſt were not to reccive new Laws, as is ſaid. 9g. The com« 
& \panions of the Apoſtles thiar un Miracles, had not all nzw Revclati- 
gt [ons : bur did ir to ſeal up'this Goſpel. ro. Whar need we more then actual 
experience, that God doth not give New Revelations to+the world, and 
{nong ſince the Scriptyre-times, have ſealcd any other by Miracles. 
And thus 1 have proved to you the two ſorts of Miniftcis : as Pal plain- 
'N diſtinguiſheth them, 1 Co7.3.10,11,12. Eph.z.25. There are Planters and 
Þ 41 eres, Maſter buiders that lay the ſoundation, and others that build theyeon : 
'ther foundation oan no mn lay then that which is lazd + bat every man that 
if. ::1d:th bay or ſtubble and loſeth his work, doth not nullifie the Miniſt: y. 
We are built on the ſoundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being 
t'":2 bead coracr-ftone : bur we are not built on the ſoundation' of every Pa- 
i Iftor, Teacher, Elder,Biſhop or Deacon :' Though both in their places ( A- 
poſtles,Prophers.Evangeliits,Paſtors and Teachers ) are given for the per- 
”> | ſetting of thy Saints, for th: work of the Miniſtry, for the Edifyiag of the body of 
” Chriſt, Eph.4.11,12. That we might be one united Body, having one fixed 
ſtanding dodtrine, ver. 141516. And bow ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo 
great ſalvation ; which at the firſt began 10 be ſpokeh by the Lord, 11! was con- 
& firmed unto us by them that heard bim: ( mark whence the Church receiverh 
f it) God &ſo bearing them witneſs (but not every Elder or Teacher ) both (| 
T || with - ſigns and wonders, and with divers Miracles, and g'fis of the Holy Ghoſt x 
ercording to his own will, Heb.2.334- | 
Prop... And now that theſe late; Mniſters nred not prove their calling by M:- 
racles, I prove thus; 1.God never impoſed ſuch a task upgn rhem, npr com- 
ena def 2 wwy Sure; werreSromy ) ahead va Lonnnt apa 777 #5 Canal 
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they do believe. Then if Chriſt had done Miracles before all Frruſalem,ſave 


A ſecond ſheet for the Miniſtry. 


manded the people to require ſuch a proof,8 not to believe any bur Workery an 
of Miracles. 2. (od gave not all the grit of Miracles that were employed in| ma 
his work even in the Apoſtles daies : Are all worpers of Miracles ? * ſaith] kin 
i:aul ; ſome had by the Spirit, the word of wiſdom, and of knowledge, nd} Pau 
others Tougurs, and others Iaterpretation, and others Miracles, 1'Cor.x 2.t9,! has 
7899310. 3. They that have the Holy Ghoſt are owned by Chriſt ; and! tie: 
ſo have many without working Miracles. See Rom.$.9. 1 Cor.12 .3. Gal.s 
18,2223524- 1 Cor.6.11. Eph.3.16. & £.9,18. 1 Pet.1.2,22. Rom.15:13416. 
Tit.3.5. 4- The Law.of Moſes was kept and taught by Prieſts and Levi 
that wrought rot Miracles. 5.1f the Laws of all Nations may be kept wi 
out PAaraclts, fo may the Laws of Chriſt. 6. If humane writings are kc 
without Miracles, ( as Heer, Virgils Ovid, Cicero, Livy, &c.) ſo may 
Laws of God much more, 2s being the oy ſubje& of rhe belief, medi 
rion, cofiference, preaching, controverfies,devotions of Chriſtians throu 
the world, and tranflated into ſo man Tongues. 7. There is nothing mop 
the Nature of the thing that ndtend 


ordinary Miracles.” Cannot men w! 
{ufficiently prave withour Miracles, that there have been ſuch men as Ce- 
ſar, Ponpry, Ariſtotle, or which be Calvins or Bellarmines writings, ec. Much) T 
more cvidently may they prove*what do@rine is eflential ro Chriſtianiry,| we 
and rhe Scriprure that contains the whole. 8, Elſe Parents could nor t 

r 1cir children, nor bring them up un the Nurture @1d admonition of the Lord 
Eph.6.4. Nor teach them with Timothy, from a chitd to haow the, Scriptures 
which ars cble to make men wiſe to [=> through faith in Chriſt, » Tim.3 
15. Muſt no Parents teach their children to know Chriſt , bur ſuch as 
work Miraclcs > 9. The Doftrine which we preach is fully confirmed b 
Miraclcs already,by Chriſt and his Apoſtles : There needs no-greater th 
Chriſts own Reſurre&ion, nor more then were done; which Univerſal un 
queſtionable Hiſtory and Tradition hath —_— down to our hands. 10.1 
is a ridiculous expcCtarion, that every perſon ſhould ſee the Miracles before 


. one man, that one man ſhould nor be bound to believe : Or if I could do 
miracles in this Town or .Countrey, none muſt believe nfe ever the 'more 
bur thoſe that ſee ir. And ſo you may as well ſay, I ſhnuld nor believe that 
there is any Sea or Land,City or Kingdom,Fraxce,Spazn,Rome,&c.bur what 
I ſee. Are theſe men worthy to be ralkr with > that believe no body , and 
confeſs themſclves ſuch Lyars that they would have no body believe them. 
It was not all that ſaw Chriſts Miracles or Reſurrettion, or the Apoſtles mi- 
racles ! It ſeems the reſt were not bound to be Chriſtians > Even as Clem. 
Writer rod me, that no man is bound to believe that Chriſt did Riſe again, or | 
the reſt of Chriſtianity, that ſeeth not Miracles himſelf to prove it : adding 
withall,that indeed Antichriſt may do Miratles;and ſo it ſeems for all the talk, 
miracles themſelves would not ſerve if they ſaw them. 11. Is it not to put 
a ſcorn on God Almighty, to ſay that the Glory of all his moſt miraculous 
works ſhould be buried to all that ſaw them not ; and rhat Parents ſhould 
not tell them rotheir children, or children ſhould not believe them if rhey* 
do ? 12, Its injurious ro Poſterity, that the knowledge 6f rhe moſt won- 
i= Clone of Fond ſhall be only for the good. off, rizem that ſee them 3 
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prkerg and char all ages after ſhall be never the berrer. x3. Ie tends to make men 
yed inj mad and as Idcots,that muſt know and believe no more then they ſce : what. 
' ſaith] kind of folks muſt theſe be > that know nor that there ix either Prince or 
3 and\Parliament, City or Countrey , or any folks in the world bur thoſe they 
2-F9,! have ſeen > This will notſtand with rrading, converſe , Subjeftion, Socic- 
3 and| ties; and its doubtful whether ſuch arc capable of managing eſtatgs ; or 
ſhould not be pur under others as Ideots > 14. Children cannot learn to 
3416 rcad nor ſpeak without ſome kind of belief of them that teach them : nor 
can they ooey their parents nor learn any trade 3 nox obey Phyſitians : ſo 
that this conceit of. incredulity is againitthe Narure, livelihood,and life of 
man. 1 __ they would .tic God to be at the beck of every unreaſonable 
Infidel «that ſhall lay, [Though all the Town have ſeen thy Micacles,yet 1 will 
fee my ſ«lf, or elſe 1 will not _— 16, They cxpe& that God ſhould 
overturn the courſe of Nature ; for if Miracles be as ordinary as the 
g moperations of Nature , they are confounded. 17. And by this they 
men| would croſs themſelves, and make Miracles unttfeual ; For if they 
C#-) were ordinary , few would be moved by them as any proof of a Divine 
Much Teſtimony : were it as ordinary for the ro go backward as forward, who 
would take it for a Miracle > To this Clem.#riter anſwers me, that [ Mracles 
e convincing in the firſt Age when they were common.) Anſw. How 'com- 
mon ? Not as natural operations : Nor fo as for all Countreys or perſons 
to ſce them, 500 ſaw Chriſt ar once aſter his ReſurreRion £ 5000. were 
once miraculouſly fed ; but as this was not evgry days work, fo what was 
this to others > Andin that it was bur for an age, and rarcly in after ages, 
ſhews that they were not for every mans eyes. 18. What nezd we more ' 
proof then a&ual experience, thar God doth nor often now work miracles | 
And he that ſaith rhe Goſpel,and Chriſtian faich,and Ehurch,and Miniſtry 
are therefore ceaſcd, its like will nor take it ill robe taken hunſclf for an 
Heathen pr Infidel. 19, And we have expericnce of millions that ftiH do 
atually and ſtedfaſtly believe in Chriſt wahour Miracles : and many have 
GOT laid down their lives on that belief : therefore withour miracles men may 
orey believe. Burtto this Clem. writer ſaith to me, [Theſe believeys of all ſorts con 
hat] demn each other as Heretichs. ] An{w. Bur nor as Iafidels. None bur the ig 
hath nocant or paſſionate condenm all other ſorts as Hereticks. - The fober do 
nd} not. And ut is nor enough to prove you a baſtard, if an angry Brother call 
M. } you ſo. 20. Becauſe this ſheer allowerh me not room, I intrcat the Reader 
- | to peruſe theſe Texts , which tell him aloud that the word and works of 
N. | God muſt be believed by Tradition, though without Miraclts, Exod.1o-I, 
Of | 2. & 12.1417526,27542. Dent.1 1.2. tothe 22. & 29. 22.10 28. Joſh. 46s 
S | 7.8& 22.24- 10 32. Pſalm 4$.13. & 7$.1-x0 g9.& 102-18.& 145. 4. & $9.1» 
K, | forl 1.23354: Afts 1.8. & 2.32. & 5-303 132+ & 10-38-10 42. & IJ." 
Ut} 30331. & 1:22 & 4-33. & 22-15-& 26-16. & 23-11. 2 712-2 Job 104 
4 29. & I9-35- & "I5-27- & 13. $7. & $-33- & 1. I55 3% 34+ Luke &- 2» 
'C] xPet.g.1. And that you would read my Determination of this very Que» 
Y'] Rion, in my Book agatiſt Infidelity, I proceed to the next. ; 
' Propoſition 3. This ordinary Miniſtry for Teaching , RulAg » aid Publabe 
warſhi» was ordained. by. Chriſt.co. continue till bis comigy apa doth yet contio 
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5 a Ji ve Munftry. 
nut, and did not ceaſe when the extraardinary Miniſtry ceaſed. 1 prove it, 
Matth.16.18. Upon this Roch will I build my Church , and the gates of Hell 
* ſhall not prevail againſt it.) The Church never did nor can ſubfiſt without 
its Officers,who arcan Effcnrial part of it, as it is a Political Body, and the 
firſt and moſt eminent part, as it 1s a Community. And therefore if the Mi- 
niſtry be exrin&, the gates of hell bave prevailed kgainſt the Church. And 
then Chriſt is overcome, or hath broke his Promiſe. And then he were 
not Chriſt : ſo rhar if Chriſt be Chriſt,the Church and Miniſtry continue. 
So Luke 1.33- He ſhall reiga over the bouſe of Jacob for ever, and of bus 
Kingdom there (hall bs a0 end ; 1ia.9.6,7. Of the encreaſe of his government 
and Teace there ſhall be no end ; Pſalm 145-13. Thy Kingdom is an — 
Kinedom,and thy dominaon endureth throughout all generations. C hriſt rul 
by his Officers in his Church, 1f Church or Miniſtry had an end,his King- 
dom had an end, and he raigned not for ever, Matth.2$.20. Lo, I am with 
you alwzy, even ts the end of the world. To this expreſs promiſe,Clem./V1ter 
hath no wiſer an anſwer, but that, [ It zs conditional. If they teach men to ob- 
ſerve all things that Chriſt bath commanded,then be will be with them, elſe aot.] 
Repl.Fhis is your forgery : here is no ſuch words ; bur an abſolute ptomiſe. 
His being with them,is to ſupport and help them in his work. And will you 
feign Chriſt ro promiſe them help on condition they do it without > The 
Further cavils againſt this Text and others, rhe London Miniſters in their 
Vindication have anſwered at large , Eph. 4. 11,12,13. The Paſtors and 
Teachers are given to the Church fo; the perfetting of the Saints, ſor the work 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, till we all come in the unity 
of the fa'th, an1 of the knowledge of the ſon of God 10 a perſeft man,&c.] Ex- 
' traordinary and ordinary Officers are here conjoyned , who between them 
are to verſe the building, the farſt [ayzng thg foundation , and the others 
. . building thereon, 1 Tim.6.13,14-. 1 give thee charge in the ſight of God 
that thou keep this commandment without ſpot, unrebukable, unto the appearing 
of our I ord Feſus Chiiſt} which muſt needs exrengl to his ſucceNors. The 
faithful and wiſe ſtewards that groe the children their meat in due ſeaſon, will 
be found ſo doing by the Lord at his coming, Luke 12.4243. And it isnot till 
the laſt day that Chriſt will give #p the Kingdom to the Father, x Cor-15-25- 
2. The Apoſtles aftually ſetled an ordinary Miniſtry: in their time , as 1s 
proved. 3. There are commands for ſerling ſucceflors of theſe , as 2 Tim. 
2.2. Tit.1.c. 48 is pos 4- Theſe Miniſters are deſcribed, and the way of 
their ordination ſerled by Canons, 1 Tem.3.Tii.1. 5. We find the ſeveral 
Angels of the Churches in theit places, Revel.2.&-3. 2nd pronuſes to ſome 
of them for tht future, with a command { Hold f uſt till I rome, 2.23.] and 3. 
To. [ I will keep thee from the hour of tengptation which ſhall come on all the 
world : Behold, I come quickly.) 6. Chriſt hath commanded the Miniſterial 
* worh to continue totheend : As the Preaching of the word muſt be to all 
Narions and every creature, Matth. 28. 19. Mark 16. 15. And theſe moſt 
cruel men would have all the Preachers give over their work,and leave the 
world to periſh in Infidelity. So for the Aſſembling of our ſelves together, 
and exhort;ng 042 another, we are commanded not to forſake it, as is the man- 
#er of ſore, and ſo much the more, as we ſee the day approaching, Heb.10-23) 
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24,25- So thar the nearer we are to Chriſts coming , the cloſer muſt we 
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ſick ro Church-communion and holy Afſemblies : c ing that its but « - 
little while,and he that comes will come,and ſhall not tarry:ver.37. God doth on 
purpoſe forbear his coming becauſe he is long ſufferiag,and will continue the 
means tq call men to repentance , and then the day of the Lord will come 
ſuddenly, 2 Pet.3.9,10. [ The word of tbe Lord endureth for eve; : and this is 
the word which by the Gofpel is preached to you, x Pet.1.25, The Lords Sup- 
per is Inſtiruted ro be uſed to ſhew the Lords death till be come, 1 Cor.11:26. 
Cllurch-government or Diſcipline is a fixed Ordinance, Mgt. 18. 15,1617. 
And if the work contimue, the worbþmen muſt continue. 7. The mercy of 
God, and the Efficacy of Chriſts blood, and the neceſſities of the Church 
continue 2: we ſtill need a Teaching Miniſtry, Heb.g:1 1. and for ow need ir 
is Inſtiruted till the Church be perfeR, that we be nor as children rofſ'd up 
and down, Eph.4.13,14. What enemies to us and to the love and *mercy of 
God are they that would perſwade men that he ſo quickly withdrew ſo 
great a mercy , when the gifts and calling of God are without Repentance > 
$. The Law and its Prieſthood was not removed bur by the Glory of a þer- 
ter Law and Miniſtry : And Chriſt is the Mcdiator of a better Cournant and 


Prom:ſes, Heb.7.22. & $.7,8. Therefore he will nor deal ſo much worſe. 


9. Chriſt rellerh us char a wiſe man will conſider whether he can go 
through with it, before he build or make war > Therefore he would nor 
himſelf begin to build his Church, and enter himſelf the Caprain of our - 
Salvation, and preſently let his enterprize fall. 10. If rhe Miniſtry con- 
tinue not, then the Church continueth not ; for as the Head,” Liver,and 
Stomack, or Lungs are to the body, ſo is the miniſtry tothe Church, 1 Cor. 
12:13,19,20,28,29. They Plant and water it, 1 Cor.3.6. and build it, ver. 
10. For bow ſhall we believe on bim of whom we bave not heard, and how [hall 
we hear without a Preacher ? and how ſhll they preach unleſs they be ſext7Rom. 
10.14. Bur the Church doth conrinue : for firſt,elſe Chriſt were no longer 
the Head of it, the King, Prophet, or Prieſt, and ſo not Chriſt : Burheisa 
Prieſt for ever, abiding continually : he continueth ever, and bath an uachange- 
oble Priefthood ; be ever liveth to make interceſſson for thoſe that come tb Gelb 
bim, Heb.7.3,22524325- 2-Thoſe that deny the Church , nuiſt needs deny 
themſelves Chriſtians and members of that Church. 3. There is no Salva- 
tion promiſed but ro the Church, Eph.5.23,25,26,27- Mark 16.16. 4.Blind- 
neſs is onthe Jews bur till the ſulneſs of the Geruiles be come ia, and fo all 
Iſrael ſhall be ſaved : Therefore it is «moſt evident that the Gentile 
Church ſhall nor ceaſe till the fulneſs have prepared for the re-ingraffing 
of the Jews, Kom.11-25526- 5. It isan everlaſting Kingdom, which cannot 
be moved, aad the City of the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, whereof (ves 
the Angels and perfetted ſpirits of the juſt are a partgto which we come by fab : 
therefore it ceaſerh nor, Heb.12.22,23,28. 6. When that which is perfelt is 
come, then that which us :n pait ſha!l be done away, x Cor.13.10. bur nor be- 
fore. 11. If nothing can ſep:ratc us fromthe love of : Go, nono any di- 
ſtreſs or cribularion,then are nor a!l the Miniſters and Church cur off, Roms. 
3.34. tO 39. Yea, thoſe that in all ages ſuffer for his ſake are nor cur off 
from him : bur ſo many faithful Miniſters do. 12. But what ſhould T ſay 
. any 
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A ſecond fret for the Miniſtry. 
any more againſt that affertion which carrieth ſtark Heathenifm or Ink. 
deliry in irs torchead,reproaching Chriſt as no Chrift , and teaching men 
thar they are not bound ro be Chriſtians,and believe the Goſpel, and per- 
ſwading the world to deſpiſe Chriſts meſſengers and Ordinances ; and Mi- 
id niſters to caſt off rheir Maſters work ; which in two words is, to*turn In» 


—— - a». 
_— _ 
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my Book againſt Iatidelity. . 


theſe ordinary Teaching, Rultng, worſhipping Manifte's, in all ages 

bimſelf call them in this way. 1. He Infſtiturerh the Office. 2. He command. 
eth that fir perſons be ordained to this Office. f. He deferiberh them by 
their neceſlary Qualifications. All rhis is at Jarge, x Tim 3. Tit.1. Att.20. 
1 Pet.5.&-c. This 1s his work by his ſtanding Law. By which alſo he com- 
mandeth'th= people ro chooſe, conſent to, oc accept the fit, and to hear and 
obey them, its 14.23. 2 Theſ.g.12. Atts 63,5. Heb, 13.7,179. And then 
by providence, x. He giveth them thoſe gifts of rhe Spirit that may com- 
pecently qualifie them for therr Office: 2. He afliſteth the chooſers and 
ordainers to diſcern thoſe qualifications, and do rheir dutics. 3. He cauſ- 
eth ſome ſpecial fitneſs of a Miniſter to the ſpecial province or charge, 


heart of the perſon called, ro conſent, and uſually to defire the work, (for 
the right ends.) -5. And if he be called to be the Paſtor of a particular 
Church ; he raoverh the people to conſent or accept him. And thus God 
according to his appointed Order doth call hi's Miniſters. Beſides whichzhe 
afterward 1.Helps them in his work 2.And procureth them liberry,and often 
furtherance from Chriſt ian Magiſtrates. 3. And giveth them ſucceſs. 
Propoſition 5. The f uthſul Pillars of the Reformed Churches y are theſe or- 
» eznary Miniſters of Chriſt, 1pproved by him, and given ia great mercy to bis 
people,who arc bound to know, honour and obey then in the I ord. 

I exclde nor all others, but 1 now prove that theſe are true Minsflers. 
Argument 1. They that have all tha. is eſſential to true Miniſters, are 11ue Mi- 
wiſters”: But ſuch are theſe Paftors of the Reformed Churches : as I prove thus : 
If rhe Office it ſelf be of Gods Inſtitution, and thcir Qualifications com- 
Ro and their entrance right in every point of flat Neceſſity, then they 

ve all that is cfſemtial ro true Miniſters : But the former is rrue;as I ſhall 
prove in the three ſeveral parts. * 1. That the Office it ſelf is of Gods ap- 
pointment, is proved fully before, and confeſſed by all Chriſtians that ever 
I knew, A(t; 14.23. 1 Tim. Tit.1. 1 Pet.g.1,2. 1 Theſ.g.12. Heb-13-7417» 
24. Acts 20.28. 2. For Vaalifications, they have 1. competent Knowledge, 
2. and Uttc;.:nce, 3. and Gollineſs : and theſe are rhe Qualifications that 
God acceptcth, x Co-.12.8. x Tim.2-15. 1 Tir.g.17. Mark the Canons of 
the Holy Ghoſt, z Tim-2.2. They muſt be 1. Faithfil men, 2. Able to teach 
others : Bur ſuch are thoſe in Queſtion, 1 Tim.z3. A kiſhop muſt be blameleſs 
(that $6, not ſcandalous) the husbaad of oa: wif? , vigilan, ſober, of good 
brhaviow, grven to hoſpital ty, apt to teach, not given 18 wine, no ſtriker, n0t 
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fidels, oc Apoſtates. I muſt refer you for my fuller anſwer to fuch men,to IN* 
Prop. 4. Ged bath in his Law appointed a flanding way for the _— Ai gre: 


which he is to undertake, and ſpecial inviting occaſions and opportunities, 
and oft-rimes cauſeth Neceffity to make the choice. 4. He coweth the+ 


greedy of fithy lucies vt patten!, not a brawler, 8t covetous, one that ruletb 
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8 met fell bis own houſe, having bis children. in ſubjeftion, with nll gravny.] To 
per- ſhhich is added, Tit.1.8,9. Alover of good men, ſober, juſt, boly, temperate, 


nd Mi $o/ding faſt the farthfiul word as be bath been 1 » that be may be able by 
m In. ſound Dottrine both 10 exhort, and to convince the gainſayers. ] Let all here 
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tand. 


Re, 1. That here is nor only the mention of the Vertues neceflary to the 
Being, bur to the well-being alſo of a Miniſter : 2, And yet through the 
ereat mercy of God, all cheſe are the Qualifications of multitudes of the 
Paſtors of the Reformed Churches, as malice it ſelf muſt be forced to con- 
feſs. Bur if any deny ir of any particular men, as that is nothing to the 
reſt ; ſo an unproved accuſation is nor by honeſt men to be believed. The 
world knows that the AR for reje&ing ſcandalous, inſufficient, negligent 
Miniſters is very ſtrit,and Conmiſſhoners in each County forward to exe- 
cute it, and Miniſters have enemies enough to ſearch our their faults , and 
yet none are more forward then Miniſters themſelves to have the a& pur in 
execution, ſo thar their ſtanding Juſtifes them before che world : Or, if 
any will yer deny them the neceflary Qualifications, I here challenge and 
provoke them to accuſe all that are guilty, and caſt rhem our; orelſe ro 
confeſs themſclves mcer ſlanderers, and backbirers, and learn more trurh 
and modeſty hereafter. 3. And for the third point , their entrance ints the 
Ojfice : They have all that God hath made Neceſſarfio a juſt eatrance, as T 
prove : They that have a true Ordination, ayd the Peoples conſent, and the Ma. 
giſtrates allowance, bave all that God bath made n:ccſſary 10 a Juf emrance, 
and more then all : But the ſaid Paſtors of the Reformed Churches have true ' 
0rdination, and the Peoples conſent, and the — allowance : That they 
have true Ordination, I ſhall ſhew anon in anſwering all thar can be ſaid 
againſt ir. The Peoples conſent, by Elefting, or Actepting is known by the 
faft : and ſo is the Magiſtrates by Law and fatt : I put inall this,, though 
more then neceſſary, that all Obje&ions may be ſarisfiedeat once : So that 
the Enumerations being unqueſtionable, the concluſion is ſo ro. In ſhort 2 
All thoſe are true Miniſters , that are in an Office of Gods own Inſtitution, and 
are competently fitted for that office by Knowledge , Godlineſs, and Utterance, 
and have all, azd more then all that God hath made neceſſary to a right entrattce 
8 admiſſion, even true Ordination, conſent of the flock , an1 the Maeiſtrates 
allonfance. Bur ſuch are the ſaid Paſtors of the Reſorm:d Churches, therefore 
they are true Miaifters of Chriſt. : | 
Argument 2. Thoſe that have not only the. eſſentials, but excell all other Mi- 
aiſters,0n earth (that are known to the world ) are certainly the true Miniſters 
of (brift. But ſuch are the Miniſters before auentioned of the Reformed Churches, 
Ergo. This will be proved at once with the next, which is, 

Las 3-Either theſe Paſtors of the Reformed (hurches,ave the rrue Mini. 
fters of (hrift,or elſe there are none ſuch viſible in the world : But there aye ſuch 
viſihly and certainly in the world, as was proved : Elſe there is no Church, 
no Ordinances, no Chriſtianiry,no Chriſt : For he can be no King withour' 
Subjes and Laws: no Maſter without a School and Scholars : no Phyſitian 
withour Patients : no Husband without his Spouſe : no Head withour a Kc- 
dy : no Interceſfor without a Church to intercede for. And ro Pelieve the 


bo'y Carbolich Church, and the Communion of Saints, 1s part of our yori he 
crefore 
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therefore the Chriſtian fairh is gone if theſe be gone. And thar eirhes we, 
or None arc Chriſts true Miniſters, 1 prove thus :. 1. We challenge the ad- 
verſary to name us the true Church and Miniſtry; if theſe be none of them, 
where bs they, and who are they > ſpeak our, or give up your wicked cauſe, 
If you know not who they be or where, then how know yau that there are 
any ſuch > True Miniſters are like a Lzght that ſhineth to all the bouſe,even 
the lights of the world , and like a City on a hill that cannot be bid, Math. x. - 
1415316. 2+ But let ustry the particulars : 1. The Seehers have no 
Church or Miniſtry. 2. The Oiahers have no Ordination, that we know 
of, and are every way ſo unworthy, and had no being in. the world till a 
few years ag9, x So he is cither no Chriſtian, or of a crazed brain , thar 
thinks Chriſt hath no Church or Miniſtry but them. 3. The Anabaptifts, 
Socin ans, Swenbſeldians, Familiſts, Paracelſians, Wegelians , and ſuch like, 
have no more to ſhew for their Miniſtry and Churches then we, bur their 
errors; and are ſafew and ſo latcly ſprung up, that of them alſo I may 
ſay, that he that takes them for the only Church, or Miniſters , is either 
out of the faith, or much our of his wits. 4. The Eaſtern and Southem 


Churches have no more to ſhew for their Miniſtry and Churches then we: ' 


but,are incomparably more ignorant., and erroncous : few of them doing 
' more then Read their Lirurgies and Homilies, and ſo adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments. 5. All the controverhe therefore lyeth berween us and the Papiſts, 
\ Either they are crue Miniſters and'a Church,or not. 1f not, then irs left ro 4. 
If they are,then we are ſo mych more. For we have much more unqueſtionable 
evidence of our Title. 1. The Othce of a Teaching, Guiding, worſhip- 
ing Presbyrer which we are in, is beyond all queſtion, and yielded by them- 
ſelves, to be of Divine Inſticurion. Bur the office of a Maſs-Pricſt, ro make 
a god of a piece of bread, and turn bread into fleſh, ſo that there ſhall be 
Quantity, colour,taſte;c>c. withaur bread, or any ſubje ; and a. mans 
eyes,taſt,or feeling ſhall not know thar irs bread or wine, when we ſecataſte, 
and feel it; as allo to celebrate publike worſhip in an unknown tongue 3 
this Office is more queſtionable [wan ours. 2, Ix yemaineth a great doubt, 
whether the Pope be not the Antichriſt : bur of oft Miniſtry theres no ſuch 
doubt. 3, For Knowledge, Godlineſs and Utrerance, and all true Minifte- 
rial abilities » as its well known what an ignorant Rabble their commen ſe- 
cular Maſs-Prieſts are, ſo thoſe military Fryers and Jeſuires that are choſen 
of purpoſc to play their game among us, and credit their cauſe : if they 
have any rel:ques of truth or modeſty, will confeſs that the generaliry of 
our Miniſters are much beyond theirs for parts and Piery ; or at leaſt, that 
we cannot be denied to be true Miniſters for wanr of neceffary Abiliries : 
We ſhould rejoyce if their Miniſters, Prieſts, or Jeſuites were neer of ſuch 
Piery as thoſe of rhe Reformed Churches. Some of their Jeſuires and 
Fiyecs are learned men : in which alſo we have thoſe that equal the beſt of 
them : bur for the. learnir.g, avility, or Piery of the common Miniſters og 
both ſides, there is no co:nparifon r9 be made, 4. All the Queſtion then 
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is of the way of entrance. And there 1. The Papiſts ſeek not the Peoples | 


conſent lo much as we do. 2. They deſpiſe the Magiſtrat's conſent, in 
compariſon of us. 3. And for Ordination, which is it that all the ſiieſs 
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econd ſheet for the Miniſtry. 15 
-wut be laid on, we h:4 it, and neever the Rule of God then they. Are 
D'' ordained with f1\ing, prayer, and impoſition of hands z ſo are we. 
Mo! it be by one of a ſuperrowr Order > Who then ſhall Ordain or 
conſec;are the Pope z And yer a multitude of our Miniſters ,are- ordained + 
{ Biſhops, if rhat be neceſſary : Bur the grear Objection is, that we 
have not an vaiaterrupted fucteſſion from the Apoſtles, and ſo rhoſe that 
\ o:daincd 1s had no Power 3 and therefore could not give it ro us. 
P.o, 0:xion 6. The want of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, and ſs of Power in 


| the Ordatners doth not diſable our title to the Miniſtry, or ſet us 1 a woiſe- 


conduion then the Papiſts. For if it be only the ſurceſſion of poſſeſſion of the 
Office, rhece is no man of brains can deny, but we have an uninterrupted - 
—_——_— dowa Fun the Apoſtles. Bur if it be a ſucceſſion of Right Oraina- . 
tion rhat is queſtioned, 1. The Papiſts have none ſuch themſelves. 2. We 
| have more of it then they. 3. Ir is not neceſſary that this be uninterrupr- 
| ed. - All thcſe I prove : 1. The Popes themſelves from whom [their power 
flows, have been Heretichs,denietthe immortality of the ſoul, Whoremang- 
ers, Sodomites, S3moniſts, Murderers, ſo that for many of them ſucceſſively . 
the Papiſts confeſs rhey were Apoſtarical, and not Apoſtolical : ſee in their 


' own Writers the lives of Silveſt. 2. Alexand. 3. & 6. John 13. & 22.& 23. 


Greg.7. Urban.7. and abundance more. oh. 13. was proved im Council ro 
have raviſhed maids and wives at the Apoſtolick doors, murdered many, 
| drunk to the Devil,askr hclp at dice of Zupiter and Venus : and was kill'd in 
$ rhe at of Adultery. Read the proofs in my Book againſt Popcry, pag.2693 
2705255101. The Council at Piſa depoſed rwo Popes at once,called chem 
Hereticks departed from the fairh. The Council at Conſtance depoſed Fob. 
23. as holding that there was a0 eternal l:ſe, immortality of the ſoul or Re- 
ſurreftion ; The Council ar Baſil depoſed Exgenius 4.' as a Simoniſt and per- 
jured writch, a Schiſmatich, and obſiinate Heretich. Now theſe men are un- 
capable of the Miniſtry, as an Infidel is, for want of Eflential Qualifica-, 
; tions : As Copper is no currant coyn , though rhe ſtamp of the Prince 
| againſt his will be put upon it : Undiſpoſed marter cannot receive the form. 
A fir man unordained is netrer the Miniſtry,then ſuch a man ordained. So 
that here was a Nullity, 2. And all the following Popes were the ſuc- 
ceflors of Exvcnirs, that was depoſed and thus judged by a general Coun- 
cil ; but by force brought them to ſubmit and hel4 the place. 3. Either 
the Eleftibn, O:dination, or both is it that giveth them the Eſſence of their 
Papacy. If Ele{tion, then there hath been a long interruption : For ſome- 
' while the People choſe, and in other ages the Emperors choſe, and in thefe 
rimes the (ardinus ; and therefore tome of them had no lawful choyce : 
And for 0:dination , or Conſecrati9z. 1. There have been three or four 
8 Popes at once, and all were conſecrated, tharyer are now confelled ro have 
been no trug Popes. 2. Inf-riours only conſecrated. 3. And ſuch as hid 
no power themſelves. Beſides that, the Sea hath been very many years 
| pow : 1 very 
vacant, and ſame ſcore years the Pope hath been at Ayigniv2, and had bur 
the name of P. of Rome... And when three or four have bcen Pope at once, 
Bellarmme confeſſcth, learned men knew not which was the Rig'it, yea,Ge- 
neral Conncils knew not. The Council at Bfil rhought Faltx the hfth 


Was 


14 A ſecond ſheet for the Mimftry. 
was the right Pope , bur it proved otherwiſe , fo that many palpable inr 
ciſions have been made at Kom?. N 
2. Our Ord:nation hath been leſs interrupted then theirs. A 
ObjeR. 'But you are not ordained by Biſhops. Anſw. 1. Almoſt all in 
Eng/and are till of late, ifthar will ſerve. 2. Presbyrers may —_ 
in caſe of Neceſſity, as the generality of the old Epiſcopal men grant, an 
rhcir Ordinarion is, not Null. 3. Presbyrers have power to Ordain, and; 
were reſtrained only from the exerezſe by humane Laws, as many of the 
'Schoolmen confeſs. 4. Presbyters have ft:ll ordained with rhe Biſhop : 
therefore they had authoyityto it, and the work is nor alien: to their 
Fun&ion. 5. Oar Pariſh Presbyrers are Biſhops, having ſome of them Aſ- 
fiftants, and Deacons under them. Or as Gyotirs nores, ar leaſtzthey are ſo, 
as being the chief Guides of thar Church : Their own Rule is, that every 
City ſhould have a Biſhop : and every corporation is truly a Ciry , x94, 
and therefore muſt have a Biſhop. 6. The Fur Drvinun of Prelacy is: lis 
ſub jirdice. 7. Biſhop Uſhvy maincaining to me the validity of the Ordina- 
- tion of the Presbyters without a Biſhop , told me how he anſwered 
King C. who askt him for an inſtance in Church-Hiftory, Þiz. That Hierom 
ad E ag. tels us of more; that the Preshyteys of Alexandria, till the dayes of 
Heroclas 144 Dionyſius took one from among themſelves, and made bim Bij- 
» : therefore they may make a Presbyter, which is leſs. 8. Its ar laſt 


{ 


confeſſed, that in Scripture-times there were no Presbyters under Biſhops, 
bur the ſingle Churches had fingle Paſtors. g. No man can prove Or- | 
dination by fixed Biſhops over many Churthes ( now called Dioceſan) in | 
the firſt age : . The fixed Biſhops had no more ar firſt bur ſingle Churches. | 
ObjcR. But you never received power from the Biſhop to ordazn : and there- 
fore cannot have that which was never given you. Anſw. If they put men 
into that Office, ro which God hath affixed the power of Ordination , then 
they do their part to convey the pawer. As if you marry a couple, and ex- 
ef 5not the mans authority over the woman , ycthe hath it nevertheleſs 
by being made her husband.So he that is made a Paſtor in Ciry or Country, 
may do rhe work of a Paſtor, though each particular was not named. * 
ropoſition 7. Ordination. is ord:narity neceſſary as a means o” our right 
entrance, bt not abſolutely neccſſary to the Being of ouy Office or Power. For 
1.604 having already ſerrled the Office, Duty, and Power, and whar Du- 
lifications hal be neceſlary,and givi2g theſe Qualifications to menghe hath 
lefr nothing ro man bur mucual conſent,and to judge of the perſon qualified, 
att /o/emnly titroduce him. 2. God hath nor ryed himſelf or us abſolurely 
to r'1e Tudgement of Ordainers. If a Biſhop ordain a Hearhen,or any man 
vo dof effential Qualifications, its Null, as being againſt a flat command 
of God : And if Biſhops refuſe to 0:dain us Paſtors, the people muſt take 
them without : becauſc the comma:d of Preathing, Hearing, Sacy amentr,&c. 
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15 greater then that of Ordinition, and hfore ir. Pofirives yield ro natural 
mora!s, and marters of. Order ro the [#2 12:4 and ed of rhe Duty ordered.) 
ce my C7: ſftran Concord, pag.$:,83,34. 3. Orin''ion is romore neceſla-! 
ry tothe Mcaiftry then Battim to br ft myry, AS roſe that are tiff Princes 
by Title, myſt be crown2d, and rhoſc rat aze Soaldiers. by comraR, muſt 
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be 1:fted and rake colours, and thoſe that are husband and wife by contraft, 


muſt be ſolemnly married, which are celebrating, p——_ ations; ſo 


they thar are firſt heact-Chriſtians by Believing, or by parents Dedicating 
rem to God, muſt be ſolemnly entred under the hind of the Miniſter : And 
rſe rhgrare by approbatien and conſent initially Miniſters,muſt by ſolem- 
nizatioft have the Office publikely delivered them by the Miniſters of 
Cirift. So that asa man is a,Chriſtian indeed before Baptiſm inirially, and 
1s juſtified initially before, and in caſe of Neceſſity may be ſaved withour 
it [ 1c Papiſts confeſſing thar the vow will ſerve ) ſo is it in the caſe of 
O:din:tion to the Miniſtry.  * 

Propoſition 8. 1t is omly (hrift and not the Ordainers, Prople or Magiſtrates 
that g:v2 us 0ur Office and Power : Only the people and approvers defi 
the perſon which ſhall reccive it from Chriſt : and our own conſent, and the 
wi is of neceſlity therero ( and our own as much as theirs ) and the 
Ordainers dp Inftrumentally inveſt us in it: But the Power and ariſe 
direAly from Gods Inſtitution, when the perſon is defigned. Now 1 pro- 
cced to prove our calling. 

Argument 4. We hawve a far clearer (al then the Prieſts before (hriſt bad 
to the Prieſthood : For they were not of the true Line : they bought the 
Pricſthood ; they corrupted Doftrine and worſhip,and were of wicked lives, 
And yer Chriſt commanded ſubmiſſion to their Miniſtry, Ergo. 

Argument 5. 1f we have as Gear a call to our Office as any Magiſtrates on 
errih have to theirs, then we aretrue Minsſters of (Chriſt. For they are true 
Magiſtrates; and God is the Fountain of their power too ; and irs impoſ- 
fble they ſhould have any bur frona him. Or from him but by his means, 
Officers have na power bur from rhe Soveraign. The Prince was ar firſt 
choſen by God, immediatzly, as well as the Apoſtles were by Chriſt, yer rio 
Prince can plead an uninterrupted ſucceſſion thence : And if they may Reign , 
withour it, we may be Paſtors without it : and yer I cannot ſay thar we are 
withour ity though Princes be. Kings were formerly anointed by inſpi ed 
Prophers, and were Prophets: themſclves. And as the continuance of this is 
not neceſſary to them, {o neither ro us. The differences berween the:y pow- 


- er and ours, makes nothing againſt this Argument : If conqueſt, or the peo- 


ples conſent, or Birth, or d:refting Providences can prove ther Title , then 
(onſcat, Ordination, Providence, with due 2aifications , will ſure prove 
Ours': were it not for fear, they ſhould ſoon hear the Arguments more ſer 
home againſt rhemſ-ives, that arc now bent againſt the Miniſters, 
Argument 6. If befides all this God own #5 by ſuch @ bleſſing 03 our labours, 
that he maketh 1s the means of propogating au1 continung his Goſpel and 
Cvurch, and brings maſt of bis choſen to Vnion with (brift, Reconciliation, Ho- 
lneſs, and to Heaven by our Miaiftry, then certainly we are his true M:nifters 
But experience aſſurerh us of the former:therefore---ſo much for Argument. 
P:opofition 9. If a Miniſter be in quiet poſſeſso2: of the plece, and fit for it 
the people are bound to obey bim as a Miniſt:y » wi bout bnowing that be was 
juſtly ordained og, called. Arg:om. 1. We muſt obey a Mrg!ſrrate without aſ- 
ſurance ofthis call and tice, £01.13. therefore a Mr wſtey. 2. Chiviit 
commanded hearing and ov:y.rg them that Were «nor called as (30d ap- 
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pointed * becauſe rhey were Prieſts, or ſat in Moſes Chair , and taughr the 
truth, Luke 16.29. Matth.23.2. Luke 5.14. Matth.8.4. Marh 1.44. 3. Elſe 
the people are put upon Impoſſibilitics : Can all the poor people rell before 
they ſubmit ro a Miniſter, what is efſentiabto his call, and whether he have 
all thar is ſo, and whether his Orders be true or forged, and wherher they 
that ordained him were truly ordained, or choſen themſelves > Not one of 
twenty thouſand knows all rhis by their Paſtors. 

Propoſition 10. The Ordinances are valid to the people when the Minſter is 
unCcalled and unordained, if they know it not : He that hath ao juſt call , ſhall 
en/wer for what he doth as an Intruder ; bit the people ſhall: have for all that * 
the fruit of h:s miniſtration; and Preaching, and Baptiſm , and other a&s 
ſhall not be Null ro them. 1. The Papiſts themſelves confeſs this. 2. Elſe 
ſcarce a man could tell whether he be baprizcd,or may uſe any Ordinance 
becauſe he cannot have an exa@ accountof the Miniſters call, no nor know 
that he is indeed a Chriſtian, 1 knew divers in the Biſhops daies thar forg- ' 
ed themſelves Orders, and afted lohg before it was diſcovered. * 3. It is the 
Office which is Gods Ordinance, thar is bleſt, and vatid torhe people , and 
not his call only. 4. Ir is he that finnerh that muſt ſuffer, and not te In- 
nocent 3 therefore his fin depriverh them nor of .their due. $5. As an uſurp- 
ing Magiſtrate oweth us proteRion, though he ſhall anſwer for his uſurpari- 
ongſo an uſurping Miniſter Fverh us his labour; ſo thar the people are bound 
to hear and obey men, when they arc uncertain of rheir due call , if rhey 
poſſeſs the place : and ſhall have the bleſſutg of ſuch Adminiſtrariens. For 
we are ſure the Office and work is of God. 

Propoſition 11. The truth of our dottrine depends not on our calling. Were 
weno Miniſters, we can prove the Goſpel true which we deliver. And any 
man muſt be belicved,thar brings a truth that concerneth oar peace. There- 
fote ler Quakers,and Scckers,and Papiſts firſt diſprove our Do&trine if = 
* can: and not chear the people by perſwading them that our calling 
firſt be proved ; as a Prophers muſt be. ; 

Objca. But you have your learning only from Books, and Univerſmes:and ſo 
bave not true Miniſters. Anſw. We have it from God in the Uſe of his means, 
even by Prayer,Reading,ftudy & learning his works & word of our Teach- 
ers,whether at Univerſitzes or ell where:And we are commanded to ftudy and 
medzt ate on theſe things,aad give our ſelves wholly to them, and to meditate on 
Gods Law day and night,Pſal.1.2. 2 Tim2.15. 1 Tim 4-13,15- Chrifts Mi- 
niſters muſt be Trees or Tutors to others,and commit the things which they 
brve beard to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim.2.2. 
Goof Miniſters of Chriſt are nouriſhed up in the words of faith and good dofriney 
en1 ſo attainto it, 1 Tim.4.6, All ſhou}d learn according to their rime of 
reaching , Heb.g.11,12,14. We ſtudy norhing bur the 4 or, and works of 
God : andis not that a wretch and not a man that will revroach us as no 
Miniſters, for doing that which we have vur Reaſon for, and which muſt be 
the work of our lives! Poor Chriſtians, as you love God and your ſouls,and 
would not caſt off Chriſt and Heaven, let not Deccivgs'draw-you to caſt off 
the Miniftry, Scripture, or the Ordinances of God.,, v.. _ 
Octob.23. 1657- # SWT I þ 
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